UCC “Mission 1” - 11/11

Offering of letters to address hunger and poverty.

Instructions: Cut and paste below – make it your own – send to your elected officials.

Senator Bennet:  http://www.bennet.senate.gov/contact/
Senator Udall: http://www.markudall.senate.gov/contact/
Rep Coffman:  http://forms.house.gov/coffman/webforms/issue_subscribe.htm
President Obama:  http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
November 6, 2012

Dear Representative:

I am a member of Parker United Church of Christ, a congregation of the United Church of Christ, and we are passionate about the need to sustain funding for programs for hungry and poor people in the United States and around the world.  My church is committed to serving hungry people in our community, but I also expect the U.S. government to take a lead in addressing hunger in systemic ways.

I am deeply concerned about some of the budget cuts Congress is considering.  We need to cut the federal deficit, but we must not do it on the backs of poor people.  We need to form a circle of protection around the people who benefit from these programs—struggling women and children in developing countries.  Poverty-focused foreign assistance is less than 1 percent of the federal budget, so chopping it would do little to reduce the deficit.

At the same time, we need to make sure every taxpayer dollar is spent wisely.  More efficient U.S. foreign aid programs will ensure that our tax dollars are used effectively and that the aid we give is what local people in poor countries really need.  These reforms will help foster economic growth and opportunity and contribute to our own national security as well.  As Former Secretary of Defense Robert Gates has stated, that helping countries develop “is a lot cheaper than sending soldiers.”

Please protect families and children from cuts that cost lives, and support reforms to U.S. foreign aid so that the world’s most hungry people are the ones who actually benefit from our assistance.

Sincerely, 

Your Name

Your Address

Your e-mail address

